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Westerton, Bearsden and Milngavie 

The following maps demonstrate the spatial strategy for the Westerton, 
Bearsden and Milngavie trails.

The heritage and proposed trails are presented on two maps per area:
•	Map 2A - Existing heritage locations
•	Map 2B - Existing heritage locations plus proposed trail routes   
  hubs, lures, interpretation, markers, viewpoints.

The heritage that has been mapped is the information which has 
been uncovered by the Trails and Tales team through the life of the 
project from desk research, site visits and community consultations. 
It is not an exhaustive list but a snapshot of heritage which has been 
communicated as important in the life of the area. Through the process 
of matching locations and heritage stories, many important sites have 
been noted on the following maps. Only heritage which has a place or 
site associated with it has been shown in the list and maps, however 
the project does have repositories of other heritage information for each 
area which are for now ‘place-less’ but may inform the production of 
artistic responses in other ways.

We	have	been	as	accurate	as	possible	in	defining	heritage	locations	but	
some discrepancies may remain.

Mapped Heritage

01. Westerton Arts & Crafts listed buildings at Maxwell Avenue
02. Westerton Fairlie Parish Church
03. Glacial deposition topography at Switchback.
04. Crimban Cannons (site of old golf clubhouse at Garscube Estate)
05. Canniesburn Hospital
06. St Germain’s Loch
07. Sandeman House
08. Bearsden War memorial
09. Roman Road
10. New Kilpatrick Church
11. Roman baths and barracks
12. Boclair House
13. Art deco houses Carseview Drive (Kilmardinny Crescent)
14. Antonine Wall at Cemetery
15. Roman wall
16. Kettle pond Kilmardinny Loch
17. Boathouse remains at Kilmardinny Loch
18. Kilmardinny House
19. Elmwalk Gartconnel Farm House
20. Shaw House
21. St Andrew’s College site
22. Former mine shaft
23. Dye works site
24. Burnbrae Works site (Bennie Rail Plane site)
25. Sluice	from	Allander	water	(divert	water	to	pools	for	bleach	fields)
26. Gavin’s Mill
27. Colpis Ice Cream
28. Milngavie Co-op
29. Black Bull
30. Milngavie Free Church
31. Clober Road Laundry
32. Claremont Gardens
33. Ripley House
34. Hugh Allan - Allander Pottery
35. Lillie Art Gallery
36. Garvies ‘Ginger Hill’
37. Elangowan paper mill site

38. Ladies pond
39. Part of Glassfords Estate (Dougalston house was burnt down)
40. Chestnut Lane
41. Craigton Ancient woodland.
42. Site of former Flexible Ducting factory
43. Tannoch Loch
44. Reservoirs and waterworks
45. West highland way
46. Mugdock and Craigend zoo (Ibrahim & Charlie the elephant)
47. The Loan
48. Gas Works Craigton
49. Tambowie Distillery & Alexander Graham

N.B not all churches have been listed, only those highlighted through 
consultation.

Trail themes

Two prominent themes have emerged from the consultation material 
and the mapping of the heritage interest, collated through the life of the 
project to date. These themes are:

Items shown in Blue:
Water - encompassing water control, storage, treatment, utilisation 
of water within industry and town planning, geological / hydrological 
formation.

Items shown in Green:
Heritage buildings - The trail features a number of heritage buildings or 
buildings	of	architectural	significance	which	either	remain	in	their	original	
use, have been demolished or have been repurposed for other uses. 
These	buildings,	or	 the	memory	of	 them,	appear	 to	be	significant	 for	
the communities in the area and provide an interesting glimpse of the 
changes in the nature of the area over the years.
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Trail description

Route part 1 - Westerton to Bearsden section:

Starting	in	Westerton	at	the	railway	station,	the	trail	passes	significant	
listed arts and crafts housing, part of Westerton Garden Suburb. After a 
short ascent, the route quickly encompasses good views over the city 
and Clyde valley to the south. The route passes St Germain’s Loch which 
includes an existing seating area with views over the loch. Continuing 
through	the	suburban	roads,	the	route	arrives	at	a	railway	cutting	flanked	
by stone villas on both sides leading to Bearsden Station. This is an 
interesting area with compositions of interesting views and buildings 
associated with characters of Bearsden such as Margo Sandeman. 

Route part 2 - Bearsden to Milngavie section:
 
From Bearsden station the route continues to Bearsden Cross passing 
the war memorial and the Roman Road, from which an optional 
diversion could be taken to the roman wall remains. The route passes 
multiple churches at this point including the New Kilpatrick Church 
and associated Commonwealth war graves and takes in the village 
centre	where	an	existing	central	seating	area	offers	an	opportunity	for	a	
stopping point with potential artworks locations and trial interpretation 
points. The route then heads towards the Roman baths (passing the 
existing heritage interpretation) and uphill again through areas of villas, 
mature trees and then post war housing towards Kilmardinny Loch. 

At Kilmardinny the route takes in the kettle loch and then heads 
through the north of Bearsden towards an open path network through 
grassland	with	 views	 to	 the	 fields	 on	 the	west.	 This	 is	 the	 first	 point	
of open landscape experienced on the route. At the end of this path, 
the	Bearsden	trail	finishes	but	a	connecting	route	is	suggested	towards	
Milngavie.

Connecting route - Bearsden to Milngavie and Route part 3 - Milngavie 
Loop:

The connecting route to Milngavie is suggested along South Mains Road 
as	the	most	direct	route	to	join	off-road	paths	again	at	Lennox	Park	and	

along the Allander Water path towards Gavin’s Mill, one of the most 
prominent heritage sites in Milngavie. The Milngavie trail loop begins 
here if joined from the connecting route, or from the railway station and 
Lillie Art Gallery Trail Hub if the trail is walked separately to the Bearsden 
section. From here the trail goes through Milngavie town centre and 
joins the West Highland Way passing multiple town centre heritage 
sites of local amenities. The trail then leads along the Allander water 
where	 industrial	 sites	 are	 still	 in	 operation	 albeit	 in	 different	 forms	 to	
the previous industrial heritage of this section, which previously housed 
Garvie’s	 soft	 drinks	 production,	 flexible	 ducting	manufacturing	 and	 a	
paper mill. There are seating areas and clearings along this wooded 
path	 which	 offer	 opportunities	 for	 artworks	 to	 potentially	 respond	 to	
the industrial heritage of the area with stopping points incorporating 
pleasant outlooks over the Allander and towards the activity of the small 
scale industrial processes. 

Shortly after this section the route veers sharply uphill and quickly leaves 
the woodland landscape behind emerging into a moorland with open 
views towards the west and south for many miles around. The path here 
is rougher and unsuitable for wheels. There is an information point for 
Drumclog Moor at which point the path heads back into woodland and 
emerges at the Drumclog car park. From here the main road to Mugdock 
is crossed to enter the reservoirs area. The trail route goes left along the 
west side of Mugdock reservoir and loops around the reservoir dam and 
inlets at the northern end of the site. This section provides interesting 
opportunities to engage with the history of the reservoir and the inlets 
with connections uphill to the surrounding catchment area. The trail 
continues around the Mugdock reservoir with pleasant views across 
the water and intermittent seating areas. The route begins to return 
to Milngavie town via the central section which separates Mugdock 
and	 Craigmaddie	 reserviors	 and	 offers	 opportunities	 to	 engage	 with	
the heritage of the site’s function. The engineering of the site is further 
highlighted as the route travels down the access road with views towards 
Tannoch Loch and Milngavie below. At this point the landscape provides 
interest with the level of the reservoir in start contrast to the loch below. 
The trail continues downhill towards Mugdock Road and takes a left at 
Tannoch Drive amongst villas composed in a cosy village arrangement 
around the loch. The route then continues downhill at Buchanan Street, 
from where a view of the water tower is evident from the junction with 

Moor Road. Buchanan Street includes ecclesiastical heritage in the 
form of Cairns Church of Scotland and St Joseph’s Catholic Church. 
The suggested trail hub of the Lillie Art Gallery is located at the bottom 
of Buchanan Street on Station Road, next to the Town Hall and from 
here the trail route can be followed back to the railway station.

Westerton, Bearsden and Milngavie 
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Route part 3 - Milngavie

Route part 2 - Bearsden and KilmardinnyRoute part 1 - Westerton


